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Spring 2019

Lighthouse News

Meet Matt Cryer: Governor
Matt Cryer - Chair of the Teaching, Learning & Assessment Committee,
Deputy Chair of Governors.

Hi, my role is to support and hold the school management to account to
ensure the highest quality of education at the school. I have been a
frequent visitor at the school in my first 18 months as a governor and I
can report to you that it has been a pleasure to witness at first hand
the enormous degree of dedication and professionalism shown by all the
staff I have met.

I’ve recently been looking at the great work going on at the school to
stretch and challenge all pupils to achieve their maximum, whatever form
that takes. I’ve also been looking into how the school evaluates and
challenges itself to be the best it can be. Coming up next for me, I’m
planning to see how SALT and well-being is embedded at the heart of our
pupils’ learning.

As a lifelong educator, I’m very proud to be able to give my time and
support to the Lighthouse School. Please feel free to contact me.
matt.cryer@lighthouseschool.co.uk

A message from the Principal
This term it is wonderful to see and hear the progress that each and every student is making in school. There is so
much to celebrate some of which you can read about in this newsletter including core subjects, social
communication, employability and work experience. Thank you to those parents who attended the Key Stage 3
subject surgery and I hope you will enjoy reading about your child's progress on Classroom Monitor later this
month.

Thank you for parent and student support regarding the Hospital Lane campaign. Students produced excellent
letters, presentations and a news bulletin video complete with outside broadcast! These were sent to Councillor
Pryor of Leeds City Council who has escalated the concerns of the school, parents and students. This continues
to be a priority issue for the school and I hope to update you with a positive outcome soon. If you wish to send a
letter of support, please send this to the school and I will forward it on your behalf.

Esh Construction have commenced the site preparation for the building of the new extra care scheme for older
people on the existing Ida Hospital building behind the school. Esh Construction are delivering assemblies in
school to support students’ understanding of the development process and the opportunities that the new build
will offer to the school. The school has been asked by Housing & Care 21 to hold a student competition to name
the new development.

Please get in touch if you would like a particular subject matter facilitated through Parent Hub. The last two
Parent Hubs included information on personal transport budgets and Teenlife, and parent feedback suggested
these were extremely useful.

I hope you have a good break over the Easter Holidays

Emma Sullivan
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Welcome to our newest Staff Member: Phil Kilbride

At the beginning of the term we were joined by
our new maths teacher, Phil Kilbride. Phil has
been providing our students with engaging
lessons and enthusiasm about maths. Our
student council interviewed Phil recently to find
out more about Phil and his love for teaching
and numbers.

Thomas R: iPhone or android?
P: Android all the way. I think that Apple
products only work with accessories that are
also Apple, and I think that is quite selfish – it
means that you can only buy Apple products.

Jase: Favourite animal?
P: I really like cats because I think that they are
carefree.

Cory: Favourite colour?
P: My favourite colour is green, as it reminds me of a lot of the time when I used to go exploring when I
was younger and being outside. I find it very calming.

Thomas R: Favourite topic of maths?
P: My favourite topic of maths is patterns, shapes and sequences as they fascinate me and it is
consistent.

Matthew: Why do you hate algebra?
P: I don’t hate algebra at all, I actually love it! Our brain uses algebra all the time. Your brain is so clever -
it does it all in a short period of time, without you even noticing. Algebra is just problem solving, but it
can be applied to most situations.

Gio: What qualifications did you need to get to become a maths teacher?
I went to university where I did maths, and then after that I went back to university to get a qualification
that allows me to teach which is called a PGCE.

Jason: Favourite movie?
Indiana Jones –Raiders of the Lost Ark. It reminds me a lot of having adventures, travelling and exploring
ruins. I did a lot of travelling around the world where I had the chance to explore things I never had the
chance to explore before. This was really exciting and
really reminds me of the adventurous side of this film.

Thomas R – History of your career (Life before
Lighthouse)
Used to work as a carer for people who had broken
necks and spines who could not move – I used to
spend a lot of time making them breakfast getting
them up and out of bed, taking them places and
doing personal care. I used to go to the hospital and
take them to their physiotherapy appointments, and
this really interested me. So I went to university to do
physiotherapy in 2002. Once I graduated I worked for
the NHS for a couple of years. I then made the
difficult decision to change my career and did some
work experience in a school and knew from that point
on I wanted to work in education.
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Employability
In Employability we have been
developing enterprise skills in
preparation for taking part in the
Tenner challenge. A national
competition where students get
£10 and 4 weeks to try and make
as much money as possible. Our
students have some fantastic ideas
and have been learning some
amazing new skills.

This term has seen students in
employability take part in some
workshops on Tinkercad, the
software we use to make our
designs for 3D printing. Students
have also been learning to sew and
producing some amazing hand
sewn hearts for our valentines day
sale.

Creative Media: Web Designers
Students in creative
media spent the first term
learning about
different types of
interactive media and
how they are made. They
then went on to make
their own school website,
using the new Mac suite
and some new software
called 'Sandvox'. All of
the students worked
extremely hard and
should be proud of the
websites they have made.

Their next task is to make a podcast, so watch this space!

3A English and Maths
In English and Maths, 3A have been developing their media literacy
skills and looking at the manipulation of statistics. We have explored
bias and fake news, as well as how different types of averages (mean,
median, mode) are used to manipulate statistics in the media. This was
linked to learning done in Science about how scientific news is being
reported. The students have created their own fake news newspaper,
which they will share with students, and in the process, teach their peers
about the importance of media literacy.

Crime Scene Investigation
Last half term English and Science joined forces to do a unit of work on Crime Scene Investigation for 4B. The
students started the unit by learning about inference and deduction skills and found out how the police gather
evidence and piece together clues from crime scenes to find out what happened and who committed the crime. In
Science, students learnt about collecting DNA, taking finger prints, analysing footprints and testing for drugs.

A murder was staged in the Science Lab and students used their scientific skills to deduce that from the blood
splatter the murder was a rolling pin. They found a bag of mystery powder and their tests showed that it was in
fact spice. They also received a letter from the police stating that the time of death was between 11:30 and 12:30
which told them that it had to have happened during period 3. During their English lesson they used staff
timetables and registers to find out where all the staff were during the time of
the murder.

By process of elimination, they discovered that four staff members were
unaccounted for. They were: Eve, Kirsty, Kim and Michelle. They interviewed the
suspects and found out that Eve and Kim had alibis which were confirmed by
the students they were working with at the time. As for Kirsty and Michelle,
gaps started to show in Kirsty’s story. After further tests in Science Kirsty’s
finger prints were found on the mystery bag of powder. Kirsty was arrested on
suspicion of murder by 4B and she later confessed when all the evidence
against her was presented.

The students thoroughly enjoyed the topic and were so engaged. It was a great
opportunity for cross curricular work.
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Date Activity
21st March 2019 Jumparena until

6:30pm
Easter Holiday Club
8th April 2019 Xscape (7.5 hours)
9th April 2019 On site/ community:

TBC (7.5 hours)
16th May 2019 TBC until 6:30pm
27th June 2019 Summer Party Time:

TBC
Summer Shine
24th July 2019 TBC (7.5 hours)
25th July 2019 TBC (7.5 hours)
26th July 2019 TBC (7.5 hours)

Shine Trip: Jumparena
Our most recent SHINE trip to Jumparena
in Kirkstall was a success! Students were
able to bounce on the trampolines to their
hearts content with the support and
supervision of our amazing staff. The
students accessed all the areas available
in the Jumparena building which included
the dodge ball area, foam pits, balance
beams and the basketball station.

Students also enjoyed refreshments and a
pair of jumping socks all included in the
ten pound payment for the trip.

The SHINE trips are always a fantastic
opportunity for students to be able to
practise their social skills out in the
community, and the students made the
staff really proud with all the great
interactions that were taking place.

SHINE trips give the students the
opportunity to apply what they have been
learning in school. This is always amazing
to see, and it’s a fantastic way to be able to observe how much progress our students have made in a public
setting.

Thank you so much to all the staff that attended and supported the students to have a great time. Keep your eyes
peeled for the next SHINE trip which we are sure will be just as fun!
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Lighthouse School PTA
Lighthouse School PTA has been working hard again this year to raise funds for much needed resources to
enhance the students learning. Since September we have been able to say yes to a wide variety of requests for
funding including: Storage cupboards for the 3d printer and laptops, new headphones and protective cases for
the MacBooks, a variety of security items to help keep the school bikes safe, accelerated reading package
including £500 for books, suggestion boxes for the school council, and funding for bike maintenance training and
for the Teen Life Programme which will benefit not only students but their families as well. In January, we gave
each form in school a £30 donation as a thank you for the support they have given the PTA and we are hoping
that the students will also put in requests for resources they would like to have in school.

Our next fundraising event is the Spring Fair on Saturday 18th May 12:00 – 2:00pm. The school fairs are friendly
and fun so please put the date in your diary and plan to come along with your family and friends. We are always
needing help for the event either through the donation of quality used or new items eg books, DVDs, toys games,
unwanted gifts or through on the day support so please get in touch if you can help in any way because together,
we can achieve so much more.

Our PTA meetings are held monthly in school either 1:30 – 3:00 or 2:30 – 4:00pm and everyone is welcome to
attend. The next meeting is Thursday 4th April 1:30 - 3pm.

For more information please contact Helen
pta.helen@lighthouseschool.co.uk or Ann-Marie pta.annemarie@lighthouseschool.co.uk

Thank you for your continued support.

PTA Dates for
your Diary
All meetings are held in school and
afterschool provision is available
for Lighthouse Students on request
for the 2:30 - 4pm meetings.

4th April 2019 1:30 - 3pm

9th May 2019 2:30 - 4pm

6th June 2019 1:30 - 3pm

11th July 2019 2:30 - 4pm

Parent Meetup

Come along to the Oxygen Freejumping Peaceful Play
sessions. The sessions include:
• Plenty of space – reduced capacity
• Music turned down – no loud announcements
• Strobe lighting turned off – house lights only

These sessions happen every Sunday 6pm – 7pm and
our parent meetup is on the first Sunday of every
month.

The ticket price includes entry for a carer.

Student Voice
Here are some results from our termly Student Voice
Questionnaire. We used 3 different types of the
questionnaire to ensure that all students could
understand and answer the questions independently.

Percentage of students who
agreed/strongly agreed

I am happy at school 85%

I feel safe at school 86%

I am making good progress 85%

I am encouraged to be independent 82%

I am treated with respect 85%

I know who to talk to if I have a
concern

86%
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National Careers Week
4th-8th March was National Careers Week and the School was a-buzz with a
range of activities, events and trips.
Individual students took part in activities including college transition days and a
work placement in a local school, whilst others did some group work exploring
the world of work and future pathways with Deborah Laycock, our Careers
Advisor.

On Wednesday 6th March we held a Futures Fair in School; in the morning all of the students had the time to
explore this and in the afternoon parent/carers could drop in to find out more about pathways from a range of
services and providers.

We rounded off the week with a trip for 18 of our students to
explore Leeds City College
Printworks Campus, which included a
tour of the Hospitality & Catering,
Motor Vehicle & Engineering, Air
Cabin Crew, Hair & Beauty and
Computing facilities, as well as had
lunch and some activity time with the
College Student Life Team.

The School is moving forward with
meeting the new Gatsby Benchmarks
that make up the framework in the
statutory careers guidance for
education providers and to ensure the destination-led ethos of the School. We will be
investing in a careers and pathways platform thanks to the securing of a significant
national trail blazing project funded by the Careers and Enterprise Company in
partnership with Ahead Partnership, that will be launching shortly in School.

Work Experience at
John Lewis
As well as proving themselves to be an
exceptional learning disability confident
employer in their involvement with Lighthouse
Futures Trust supporting our Supported
Internship programme, John Lewis Partnership has also committed to a six-month
placement for three of our sixth form students to take part in work experience in the
kitchen and restaurant at the prestigious Victoria Gate store in Leeds.

All three of the students worked hard to complete the
John Lewis healthy & safety modules and once this
was complete they were provided with their own
official catering uniforms. They then began working

alongside staff to learn the day to day routine of the cafe.

So far they have each learnt how to clear and clean tables thoroughly using the
cleaning trolley, load / unload the pot wash and how to work as the cafe host where
they meet and greet customers.

The experience so far has encouraged the students to use their own initiative as
well as helping them to learn how to Interact with customers in a professional
manor, their confidence has visibly grown each week and they should each be
proud of their individual achievements.

College Trip Feedback
Katy: "I liked it when I got there, I was really
nervous on the way. I thought it was really
good I enjoyed the games design part,
drawing in felt-tip".

Harry: " I didn't like it, I LOVED it. It was
better than food and water, it was
overwhelming but a good sort of
overwhelming".
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Lighthouse Futures Trust Updates
So far this year the Trust has enabled Lighthouse School students to access
supported work opportuni�es and training with our team of specialist Job Coaches.

• Lighthouse school students have accessed over 200 learning hours this week at Keepers Coffee &
Kitchen, contribu�ng to some of the students’ ASDAN Hospitality qualifica�on;

• Our students have also accessed over 20 hours work improving the Lighthouse School estate with
Branching Out Grounds & Maintenance Services;

• They have also taken part in over 100 hours at John Lewis Partnership, gaining gold standard industry
experience.

Keepers Coffee and Kitchen
Don’t forget to stay in touch
with all that is going on at
our wonderful community
café and training
environment for students,
including our Saturday
afternoon gaming events
and other workshops.

Follow us on Twitter @KeepersCoffee to find
out more and support the best coffee shop in
Cookridge!

Co-Op chosen charity
Lighthouse Futures Trust has been selected by
Co-op as a charity to benefit from their local
causes scheme. This amazing scheme, that has
raised a phenomenal £19 million for
community causes since November 2017, enables Co-op members
to select a cause and gives 1% of what members spend on Co-op
branded food products in stores and other services to improve
community spaces, help students learn life skills and simply connect
people.

So if you are a Co-op member, or thinking of becoming one, please
consider selec�ng Lighthouse Futures Trust as your local cause. In
doing so, just by buying a pint of milk in your Co-op store, you’ll be
helping the Lighthouse Futures Trust to con�nue to support
Lighthouse School students to develop their skills and confidence
and gain invaluable experiences to support their next steps.

Compass House
We are so proud
of our students
and the success
of the first
Compass House
project – working
in partnership
with special
schools from
across the city to plan and run a
pop-up shop in Kirkgate Market in
the run up to Christmas.

Eight Lighthouse School students
took part in running the shop over
the course of the week, working
full four hour shifts, and many
more were involved in School
producing the items that were sold.
The students had great fun, learnt
and developed essential work and
communication skills, made new
friends and were even featured on
TV and Radio Leeds.

The project also received ‘Highly
Commended’ in the Celebrating
Diversity Category at the Yorkshire
& Humber Youth Voice Star
Awards!

To top it off,
we made over
£400 that has
gone straight
into the
enterprise
budget in
School ready
for the next
exciting
project.
Planning has already started for
this – watch this space and the
School and Compass House
Facebook pages for updates.
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Dates for your Diary

Classroom
Monitor
Our new online assessment
system is an easy way to see how
your child is progressing in all
aspects of their school time. Online
reports will be released to parents
shortly - look out for the email with
your log-in. If you have any
problems accessing the system,
please email Daniel Sitkin:
daniel.sitkin@lighthouseschool.c
o.uk

Friday 5th April 2019 School closes
Monday 8th April 2019 Shine Holiday Club
Tuesday 9th April 2019 Shine Holiday Club
Tuesday 23rd April 2019 School re-opens
Tuesday 30th April 2019 Parent Hub
Monday 6th May 2019 Bank Holiday
Tuesday 7th May 2019 Training Day
Thursday 16th May 2019 Shine
Saturday 18th May 2019 Spring Fair
Friday 24th May 2019 School closes for half term
Monday 3rd June 2019 School re-opens
Tuesday 18th June 2019 Parent Hub
Thursday 27th June 2019 Summer Party

Teen Life

On the 16th and 17th January 2019, Zuhal Cetinkaya and Vicky Eustace
attended the Teen Life License User Training ran by The National Autistic
Society. Teen Life is a parent support programme for parents/carers with
Autistic Children/Teens aged 10-16
years.

The Teen Life programme aims to empower parents and professionals to
understand how autism is experienced by autistic teenagers. It provides useful
strategies on how to offer support to the autistic person through their teen years.

Our first Teen Life programme started after February half term. Zuhal and Vicky
will be providing more information soon. We would like to take this opportunity to
thank the PTA who funded the facilitator training to allow families to have access
to this programme.

For more information see
https://www.autism.org.uk/professionals/teachers/myworldhub/teen-life.aspx

Accelerated
Reader Winners
Last half term's winners for the
Accelerated Reader prize draw
were Thomas and William

They will both receive a £20
voucher for their venue of choice.

Key Stage 3 Computing
As part of the Database unit, Key Stage 3 students have been creating their
own Top Trumps cards that can be added to a database they have created.

The students have shown a great deal of creativity, coming up with some
wonderful characters with a range of
super powers that they can use in their
database. Once added to the
database, they used grouping, filtering
and sorting to answer questions such
as “Which characters have a speed
over 200?”


