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A Message from the Principal…
Welcome to the autumn term newsletter and what a strange but wonderful term in many ways it has been.
We have been so pleased with how students have returned to school with enthusiasm, engagement,
motivation and consideration for others.
Whilst school continues to work strictly within the key stage bubble system to keep us as COVID 19 secure as
possible, using innovation we continue to deliver the full curriculum offer and there have been some fantastic
school wide events including Halloween Treasure Hunts and Anti Bullying Week activities.
It’s been great to see the innovation in school to ensure the curriculum and the cornerstones of the school
continue to be delivered despite the restrictions with exciting curriculum projects, online career and employer
events, outdoor learning, SALT assessments and wellbeing student led interventions.
I wanted to take this opportunity to thank you as parents and carers for your support this term. I recognise
your role in supporting the school community with the school’s COVID 19 restrictions, carefully managing
illness in line with schools and government guidance and developing your child’s understanding of keeping
themselves COVID safe. The school has had a lot less disruption to school life than many other schools in
Leeds and across the country and I thank you for yours and the students’ role in this.
I hope you will also join me in a massive thank you to the whole school staff team for the commitment they
continue to demonstrate throughout this challenging time.
I know this Christmas is not what we would all want at Lighthouse and we are missing our families in school.
We hope you are all able to join us on the 18th December for a virtual Christmas event, which will include the
Christmas talent show videos, a quiz and a Christmas sing along.
I wish you a safe wonderful Christmas and the best of health and happiness for 2021.

Emma Sullivan
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Curriculum
Science
In Science, we are very excited to be delivering a Level 3 certificate to a small group of
students. This is the first time Lighthouse has offered a Level 3 qualification in science. The
students, Katy, Thomas, Jason, Matthew and Harry have started with fundamentals of
science and have got their head around some difficult concepts. They have done fantastic
independent work, including some practical experiments, such as extracting DNA from a
banana.
Key Stage 4 and 5 students are doing a GCSE-equivalent double award level 2 certificate,
and have been continuing with their coursework, mainly looking at the structure of the
earth (atmosphere, rock cycle, tectonic plates, earthquakes and water treatment). At the
moment they are taking part in a STEM challenge, coming up with some impressive
solutions to allow remote working at a nuclear power plant. The Key Stage 4 and 5 students
doing Entry Level have also been working hard doing a biology unit, looking at the
environment, evolution and inheritance.
Key Stage 3 students have been studying forces and are taking part in a Young Imagineers
STEM competition where they are coming up with a challenge for a Scientist. The prize is a
remote live lesson with a scientist, and the students have come up with some excellent
ideas so far.
All the key stages have made an impressive start to the year, showing hard work and
dedication.

Katy extracting DNA from a banana
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Horticulture
During Horticulture over the last few weeks, we have been doing so much!
Between September and Half Term, the weather was very nice on the Horticulture days! So,
we managed to do lots outside. Most students have had a go at mowing the grass, weeding
the flowerbeds, planting new plants, litter-picking and harvesting the last of the fruit and
vegetables.

For Halloween we created giant spiders!

We have learned about what plants need to grow well and
successfully; and how plants make their own food whilst providing
us with oxygen at the same time!
Since Half Term we have been hard at work, dealing with the Leaf
Mountain! And we should have lots of leaf mould for future use in
a couple of years. We have planted garlic and made fat balls for
the birds. And some students have painted garden furniture to
preserve it.
For the remaining few weeks of term, we are planning some great
Christmas decorations for the garden; and are staying warm and
dry as much as possible! Happy gardening, Sarah Cullen

Ambition | Versatility | Compassion | Innovation | Happiness | Devotion | Optimism | Respect
Lighthouse School, Arthington House, Hospital Lane, Cookridge, LS16 6BQ
T: 0113 4570605

E: admin@lighthouseschool.co.uk

Art

James M - Pop Art - Wacky Races and Lichtenstein

Hugo – Work based on the artist Keith Haring
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Cameron – Portrait of Picasso as a Child

Talia - Anime

Observational Ink Drawing of a Skull
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Exams
Despite the highly unusual exam situation this year and the many challenges it brought, Key
Stage 4 and 5 had some excellent exam results this summer and we are all very proud of
their achievements and hard work. Qualifications were awarded in English, Maths and Art
GCSE, English, Maths and ICT Functional Skills, Maths and Science Entry Level Certificate,
BTEC Media, Science Cambridge Technicals (GCSE equivalent) and ASDAN Employability.
Also, The school’s first A-Level (in Art:Photography) was taken. The attitude of the students
and their ability to cope with the unknown was excellent. Well done to everyone involved!

Student Voice
Hello!
I am Harry Ward in year 12 and I have recently been on TV with the radio project “Red Kite”
I work with in Seacroft. At the project we make weekly radio programmes about current
affairs. I was interviewed about my role in the shows and how COVID has affected it, I also
spoke about shielding. Afterwards ITV contacted me, they said they wanted to know my
story. They asked me if I could do a daily video blog for a week. I’ve shown my schoolwork,
I’ve gone for walks, I’ve talked about COVID and shielding, I talked about what the vaccine
would mean for me. I’ve also talked about my anxieties and how it feels to not be able to
see my friends and family. But throughout all of this my mum has cared for me and had to
be very careful.
It’s been a good experience and given me something to do every day, I’ve used my own
filming equipment and I’ve sent it to ITV every day.

Staff Notices
Interview with Helen Tatterton (New Speech & Language Therapist)
Why did you want to do Speech Therapy?
After school, I studied languages (French and Spanish) at university and really enjoyed the Linguistics (study of
language) part of it. I love words! Which you can probably tell because I talk a lot! I wanted a job which
involved working with and helping people, so this seemed like the perfect combination!
Where did you study?
I studied Speech and Language Therapy at Leeds Metropolitan University (now called Leeds Beckett)
Ambition | Versatility | Compassion | Innovation | Happiness | Devotion | Optimism | Respect
Lighthouse School, Arthington House, Hospital Lane, Cookridge, LS16 6BQ
T: 0113 4570605

E: admin@lighthouseschool.co.uk

Why did you want to work at Lighthouse?
I love working with secondary school students, as it’s such a difficult, but interesting time of life and teenagers
are so much fun! My aim is to support Lighthouse students develop their communication and interaction skills
to the best of their ability, so they can build positive relationships both in and out of school, have selfconfidence and increased self-esteem. I seek to develop the students’ communication skills and understanding
of the social world as it is fundamental to well-being and participation in everyday life.
What have you enjoyed so far?
Meeting all the lovely people that study and work here.
Have you worked in other schools before?
Yes, I have worked in some primary and secondary schools in Bradford when I worked in the NHS. I also worked
full time in a special secondary school in Wakefield before moving to Lighthouse School.
Do you have a pet?
I have a rescue dog called Benjie’s a scruffy, Patterdale Terrier
What is your dog like?
Affectionate and cuddly. He likes hiding under the duvet, playing tug of war and chasing things. He loves long
walks, especially in woods where there is a stream or river that he can swim in. He is very nervous of loud
noises; he hates bangs, loud vehicles and fireworks.
What do you enjoy doing in your spare time?
Going for long walks with my husband, sons and dog, Benji. Meeting up with friends and family, reading,
watching films and eating nice meals.
What’s your favourite movie?
I love lots of films, but two that come to mind are “About Time” and “The Green Mile”
What is your favourite food?
I love pasta meals and a roast lamb dinner (but not at the same time!)

A Goodbye from Zu
On the 11th December I will be leaving my role at Lighthouse. I started my journey here back in 2016 and what
a pleasure it has been to work alongside the staff, families and students during my time here. It has been truly
incredible to see how far the students I started my journey with have come along and all the students that
have joined Lighthouse along the way, I know that they all have such bright futures ahead and I’m excited to
see where the road takes them! I will miss Lighthouse, but I look forward to returning for future public events
and fairs!
A Goodbye from Flo
Flo, our English teacher, will also be leaving Lighthouse on 18th December. We will be welcoming our new
English teacher, Janine Mitchell after Christmas. Here are a few words from Flo:
“I feel incredibly proud to have worked in a school that pays so much attention to the individual needs of all its
students. Thank you all, for making my time at Lighthouse school so special! It will be really hard to say
goodbye to such a fantastic cohort of students and staff.”
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Helen Paxton
It is with great sadness that we share with the school community that Helen
Paxton passed away in July this year, having suffered from cancer since
March 2019. Helen joined Lighthouse School in January 2014, as a Personal
Assistant to the Principal, when we were still at our temporary premises in
Headingly and had only 26 pupils on roll. She had amazing organisational
skills, knowledge and wisdom gained during her previous career in corporate
banking and soon became an indispensable member of the Lighthouse Team.
Helen was instrumental in helping us to prepare for the two OFSTED
inspections we have had and played a key role in keeping the building
contractors in line; ensuring the new school building was completed to
schedule and that all the decorating was done, furniture was ordered and
other necessary contracts for services were in place ready to open.
As the school grew, Helen took on the additional role of Office Manager and
excelled in this role too. She had high standards for herself and her team and
her professionalism, loyalty and love of the school always shone through. She
paid great attention to detail and had the ability to make sense of and solve
seemingly insurmountable problems in a methodical manner.
Helen has been taken from us far too soon and we all very much miss her
kind, supportive nature, her sense of humour, her no nonsense approach to
work and her vast knowledge of all things Lighthouse School. We hope
circumstances will soon allow us to hold a celebration of her life in school
and plan to create a quiet garden area for staff in school to remember her.
We also hope as many people as possible will join us to take part in the next
race for life to raise funds for cancer research in her memory.

Lynsey Marriot
With deepest regret, I hereby share the sad news that Lynsey Marriot
has recently passed away. Lynsey was an extremely valued member of
Lighthouse School and her dedication and hard work within the
Liveability team will be cherished.
Lynsey was fun loving with a fabulous sense of humour which made
day to day life in Liveability a positive and cheerful experience. She
would light up a room not only with her love of pink but her infectious
and affectionate personality. The students enjoyed spending time with
Lynsey and her love of life influenced them greatly. She had many
friends at Lighthouse because she was so caring and thoughtful. Her
laugh can still be heard, and her beautiful smile still seen. We miss her
incredibly and she holds a special place in our hearts. Lynsey will be
sorely missed by all at Lighthouse School.
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Parent Voice
Lighthouse School Parent and Carers Facebook group is part of our
Beacon Lighthouse Family support group for current parents and carers
at Lighthouse School. The group allows staff to connect with parents
and parents to be able to connect with each other for support and
sharing of information which is really important at this time of social
distancing.
Below are some photos parents and carers have shared with each
other on the group.

Jozi really
enjoyed visiting
an interactive
sensory centre
in Harrogate
which was
highly
recommended
on the group.

Danny enjoyed wishing everyone a Happy Halloween!

Feel free to add yourselves to the closed Facebook group, you can find it by searching
‘Lighthouse School Parents and Carers’ to be able to support and share ideas with each
other.
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Employability, Careers & Youth Voice
Students have had a really profitable and productive term doing creative enterprise
activities to raise funds for the school and (virtually!) meeting with lots of employers to
explore job and career options.
This term, the Employability Team launched our school’s very first competition to have
students design and create a calendar, which we’d hoped to be able to sell at our annual
Compass House Kirkgate Market Christmas shop, as well as the PTA School Fair.
Unfortunately, due to current government restrictions, the market shop and School Fair
couldn’t go ahead. However, this challenged us to innovate and set up an on-line shop, with
items advertised for sale on a new Enterprise page of the school website and available to
purchase via ParentPay.
For the calendar, each form group were given a month of the year
and asked to draw/colour/take pictures of anything that month
represents to them. We had some fantastic entries and the
competition really helped to bring the school together as one, despite
being apart in our bubbles. The final product beat all expectations
and we’re on track to sell out, raising £250 profit for the School.
Additionally, we have continued our partnership work remotely with
Leeds City Council and other specialist school settings from around
the city to design and produce a Compass House tote bag. These too
have been really popular and have raised £150.
Thank you to all of you that have made purchases - we hope you enjoy your products!
Please keep an eye on the school website for more fabulous items produced by our students
in the coming term: http://www.lighthouseschool.co.uk/enterprise.php
Throughout November students across all key stages have been attending employer speed
networking events, to bring the world of work into school for students to explore.
These events take place virtually, whereby a number of employers join students in their
classrooms via video-link to participate in fun question-and-answer style meetings with the
employers to find out more about their roles, companies, and careers.
Organisations including AND-Digital, Grey Alien Games, Dupuys-Synthes, Rotherham Titans,
UKIE and West Yorkshire Police force have ‘zoomed’ in to work with our students - with over
130 employer encounters and over half of the students in the school involved in sessions so
far – with more planned early in the New Year.
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Towards the start of the term, our Sixth Formers had their voices heard in completing a
survey from Leeds City Council regarding their lockdown experiences. Not only was this a
great opportunity for students to feedback to senior leaders in Leeds, but as Lighthouse
School submitted the most completed responses, we won a £50 Amazon voucher!
In wider news, work continues with various local and national partners to develop and
strengthen progression opportunities for our students. This includes project work funded by
the Careers and Enterprise Company with Lighthouse Futures Trust and the Local Enterprise
Partnership to develop a suite of resources and training materials that will appear on the
Future Goals website early next year to support SEND young people into sustainable
employment.
Also, this year Lighthouse School is the Lead School for the Leeds City Region SEND Careers
Hub - bringing a huge number of opportunities to reach out, educate and reduce barriers for
SEND students as they move on to reach their life and career aspirations.
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Wellbeing
Anti-Bullying Week 2020
As a whole school, the students took part in a range of activities to promote anti-bullying and celebrated how
we are different but all equal. Some of these activities included PHSCE lessons, making posters, a quiz,
showing kindness to others by giving them a compliment and the students’ favourite, wearing blue for
wellbeing.
We all enjoyed ‘Friendship Friday’ in which the students gave compliments to each other in form time. Staff
said that this brought together their students, facilitating positive communication between those that may
not always interact with each other.
Some of the topics students enjoyed learning about included thinking about different situations that could be
seen as bullying, what to do if you are being bullied or if a friend is being bullied and learning about
cyberbullying.
My favourite part of the week was teaching 4B PHSCE. We were discussing how everybody is different, but
everyone is equal. A student told another peer to embrace his differences.
Overall, it was a great success for everyone.
Helena Shepherdson (Wellbeing Tutor)

5 Days of 5k
It's important to keep healthy and active! So, I challenge you to cover the distance of 5k on 5 different days!!
You can complete this via walking, running or even cycling.
I look forward to hearing how you've got on.
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Lighthouse Futures Trust
We wondered if any staff or families at school would like to place any Christmas orders, if so
we have created a discount code for anyone within the school community to order before
Christmas and we will hand deliver them up to school!
Great news that John Lewis have us booked in for a 1-week pop-up shop in spring and we
are developing a third candle in the range!!! Watch this space!
Please order via the Blossom and Light website https://blossomandlight.co.uk/, using the
exclusive* discount code: LIGHTHOUSELOVEB&L to receive 35% discount off your order of
candles, and free delivery! Perfect for Christmas gifts – or simply to treat yourself!

(* This offer is only for the Lighthouse community and is not transferrable)
Keepers Coffee & Kitchen
Keepers Coffee & Kitchen sadly had to close during the pandemic with several staff staying with the charity
and moving into their new premises on Alma Road in Headingly. They are busy preparing exciting plans for the
future and working with the School and local SILCs to offer work experience in hospitality, retail and creative
skills.
SEN Magazine – We receive this magazine in school and we thought it may be of interest to parents.
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Christmas
Ho Ho Ho Everybody, Christmas is approaching and although life is very different this year, we will not let
COVID spoil our festive fun. All students will have a Christmas theme party in their bubbles that will include
snacks, music, crafts and a sing along. There will also be some family-based festive fun on the last day of term
18th December via Zoom. This will include a Christmas Quiz and a chance to find out a little bit about what's
been going on in and around school this last half term. We hope you can join us for some Christmas
celebrations in your best Christmas attire! More information will go home to parents nearer the time! Look
forward to seeing you then!
Stir-Up Sunday
When is it?
22nd November – the last Sunday before the start of Advent
What is it?
Stir-Up Sunday is a very old tradition where families ‘stir up’ their Christmas pudding

What recipes do people stir up?
Nowadays Christmas puddings are made of fruit and are wrapped in a cloth or basin and are boiled. They are
then eaten at the end of the meal.
In the past the pudding would have been made of meat and eaten at the start of the meal.
People often make Christmas cake and mince pies on the same day.
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Christmas Pudding Recipe
Ingredients:
175g raisins
175g currants
175g sultanas
50g mixed peel
(or 575g dried mixed fruit)
140g whole glacé cherries
50g whole blanched almonds
Zest and juice of 1 orange and 1 lemon
1 medium carrot, peeled and finely grated
175g light muscovado sugar
175g fresh breadcrumbs
1 tsp mixed spice
¼ tsp grated nutmeg
175g butter, frozen
2 eggs, beaten
Butter, for greasing
150ml brandy (needed to preserve the pudding – if not using this, the pudding can be made closer to Christmas
and eaten within 5 days – use apple juice instead)
Method
STEP 1
Mix the dried fruit, almonds, carrot, orange and lemon zest and juice with the brandy (or apple juice) in a large
mixing bowl. Cover and leave to soak overnight.
STEP 2
Mix all the dry ingredients together, then add to the soaked fruit mixture. Grate in the butter, then add the eggs
and stir. Don’t forget to make a wish! Some people add a coin wrapped in foil – whoever gets this is said to be
very lucky for the whole year.
STEP 3
Grease a 1.5-litre pudding basin with butter and line the base with greaseproof paper. Spoon in the mixture,
press down well and make a hollow with the back of the spoon in the centre. Cover the surface with a round of
greaseproof paper, then cover the bowl with double-thickness greaseproof paper and foil and tie at the rim
with string. Lower the pudding into a pan with an upturned saucer in the base, then fill with water until it comes
halfway up the sides of the bowl. Steam for 6 hrs, topping up with water as necessary. Alternatively, steam in
the oven. Stand the pudding basin in a roasting tin filled with water, then cover with a tent of foil and cook for
the same length of time at 160C/fan 140C/gas 3. Check roasting tin occasionally as the water may need to be
topped up.
STEP 4
To store, allow to cool, then store in a cool, dry cupboard. The pudding will keep for up to a year with brandy,
or 5 days with apple juice.
STEP 5
On the day, steam for 1 hr before turning out, decorating with holly and serving with extra-thick double cream,
white sauce or vanilla ice cream.
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